Welcome to Madison Middle School


On behalf of the faculty and staff, I welcome you to Madison Middle School.  As the year progresses, you will be involved in a variety of experiences that will develop responsibility, decision-making skills, and maturity.  Remember that your success in this school depends on your efforts.  I urge you to become actively involved in your studies and in the many extracurricular activities at MMS.  When this assignment book does not give you the information you need, you should contact your principal, teacher or counselor for help.

We maintain an “open door policy.”  Parents are encouraged to visit, volunteer, and be an active part of the education of your child.  If you have a specific purpose in mind for your visit, please telephone in advance so that we may gather the information necessary to answer your questions.



Sincerely, 



Josh Bacchus, Principal

jabacch2@access.k12.wv.us
Our Mission


Madison Middle School is committed to academic proficiency for every student.  A high quality, standards based curriculum will produce both quality and equity in pupil performance.  Vigorous challenges in technology, the arts, and student centered learning will support our quest for excellence.  We embrace teaching and learning for ALL and will strive for continuous school improvement.
Beliefs and Values


A climate of high expectations for ALL is necessary for continuous improvement.  Given time and opportunity, ALL students will achieve mastery of the essential curriculum.  Strong instructional leadership and highly qualified personnel are required to drive the curriculum to achieve mastery for ALL.  School commitment to continuous improvement will result in improved teaching and learning for ALL. Assessment, data disaggregation and instructional focus are essential components for measuring student achievement.  A positive, safe and nurturing environment is required for ALL students to achieve mastery.  Collaboration with parents and community will provide greater educational opportunities for school environment. 
First Block


Students have an extended first block. Students use this time for various purposes:  making up homework, missed tests or assignments, counseling, extra explanation of schoolwork, assemblies, and special activities.  

Tardies


A student is considered tardy when he/she is not in his/her seat when it is time for class to begin.  This includes morning, noon, and between classes.  Tardiness may be excused or unexcused at the discretion of the teacher in charge.  When detained by a teacher, the student should obtain an excused tardy note from that teacher.  Four or more unexcused tardies during a semester will result in disciplinary action such as after school detention, in-school suspension or suspension out of school. 
Signing In and Out of School


Students who are late arriving at school MUST have a parent or a parent designee come into the office and sign the student in.   Students are not permitted to leave school property during the school day unless a parent or parent designee from the student’s information form comes to the office and signs the student out.  If a student becomes ill during the day, he/she must secure permission from a teacher to leave the room and report directly to the office.  If it is necessary to leave school before the end of the day for an appointment, the student must be signed out.   Only those people authorized by the parent on the Emergency Information Document may sign a student out of school.  Any change in destination must be accompanied by a note from home. 
Care of School Property


Any student found guilty of defacing school property in any way will be responsible for the damages.  This serious offense also warrants suspension from school.

Textbooks


With new textbooks being purchased regularly, it is very easy to keep track of wear.  It is the responsibility of each student to care for his/her books.  Excessive wear and/or damage to the book will result in a fine or complete payment for replacement.  Textbooks are purchased with tax dollars; take care of them. 

Lockers


Every student is assigned a locker upon entering school.  It is to be used for keeping books, notepads, supplies, coats, etc.  Students are responsible for the contents of their lockers and should not allow other students to place items in them.  DO NOT GIVE YOUR COMBINATION TO ANYONE ELSE AND DON’T ALLOW ANYONE ELSE TO USE YOUR LOCKER.  Keep your locker in neat and good condition.  Take your gym clothing home at least one time per week.


For the health, safety, and protection of our school family, lockers are subject to search at any time and for any reason. 


Take good care of your locker.  The assigned student must pay for damaged or vandalized lockers.  Remember that you carry your morning books until the lunchtime locker visit and your afternoon books until the end of the day.  For safety, students are allowed to visit lockers only at designated times. 

Grades


Students receive letter grades (ABCDF) for each subject they take.  Every teacher shall explain his/her grading procedure at the beginning of the year.  Only 1st and 2nd Semester grades are recorded on the permanent record.   Progress reports are sent home between report card issues to provide a report of how well a student is doing in class every four and one-half weeks. 


To attend the Academic Award Banquet at the end of the school year, a student must have an 3.5 GPA for the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd nine weeks.


Any student who fails four subjects in a semester or fails two subjects for the entire year may be retained in the same grade level. 

Visitors


Special visitors and parents are welcome in our school.  ALL VISITORS however, MUST REPORT TO THE OFFICE, SIGN IN AND RECEIVE A VISITOR’S PASS upon arrival at school.  Students should not bring friends younger brothers or sisters, pets, etc. to school.  

Library


A lost library book must be paid for by the person who checked the book out.   If the book is found, the student’s money will be refunded.  

Posters & Signs


No posters, stickers, or notices are to be placed anywhere in the building without the approval of the principal.

Student Council


The MMS Student Council is a very active student government organization.  It is made up of elected representatives from every homeroom.  To become a member, a student must have a 2.0 grade point average.  Officers and members plan and carry out various projects that benefit our school and community. 

Students will be permitted to attend the 8th Grade Trip if they have a 2.0 GPA.  Students will not be permitted to attend the trip if they have been assigned more than 4 days of ISS or more than 3 days of OSS throughout the school year.   Furthermore, 7 or more unexcused absences will disqualify a student from the trip.

Counseling Services

The counseling program at MMS is available to help each student reach his/her highest growth mentally, emotionally, and socially.  The program consists of a variety of services and activities including individual and group counseling, developmental group guidance, parent and teacher consultation, and referral assistance.  Students may be referred to the counselor by a classroom teacher, principal, or may go to the counselor on his/her own.  If the counselor is not available at a particular time, a note should be placed on the office door.  Arrangements to see the student will be made as soon as possible. 

Student Dress and Appearance

Clothing worn to school should be comfortable and appropriate for school activities.  While we encourage self expression, your clothing should not distract from the learning process.  Clothing must cover undergarments and the midriff.  Clothing which promotes alcohol, drugs, tobacco, gang affiliation, nudity or profanity is not allowed. 

1. Clothing and jewelry with writing or designs that depict prejudice, unlawful acts, tobacco, drugs, or alcohol are prohibited.  Body jewelry is limited to earrings worn in ears only.  Tongue studs, lip rings, eyebrow rings, nose rings, and other jewelry that could cause choking or that could be torn from the body may not be worn. 

2. Clothing that reveals underwear or bare midriff is prohibited.  Straps should be one inch.  Pants should be worn above the buttocks.  The student must be able to raise his/her arms above the head without exposing bare areas.  Students must be able to place their arms at their side and touch the bottom of their shorts/skirts with their longest finger.  Sleepwear and slippers are not permitted. 

3. Chains, large rings, jewelry or shoes that may be used as weapons are not allowed on campus. 

4. Clothing or other property that display gang-related symbols, emblems, or other gang identifiers are prohibited. 
5. Sunglasses may not be worn in the classroom unless required for medical reasons.  No hats, hoods, or other headwear can be worn in the building during the school day. 

6. Pagers, cell phones, electronic games, and personal ipods, disc or tape players are not allowed on campus.

Consequences

The following will be the disciplinary 
policy regarding not adhering to 

the dress code: 

1. Administrative conference and correction of the problem (Change or turn inside out).

2. We will make every effort to provide the violating student with loaner clothing in order to return to class.  Inappropriate clothing will be labeled and can be picked up after school from the administrator. 

3. Administrator will call home to inform parents.  Administrator will mail home a letter and a copy of dress code. 

4. Violator will be given two lunch detentions. 

5. Students with major violation will wait for parents to bring proper attire.  If parents cannot bring proper attire, student will be sent to in-school suspension.

6. Repeat offenders may face further consequences (i.e. After School detention, In-school suspension, or Out-of school suspension).

Student Absences & Excuses

    A student who has been absent from school must immediately upon returning to school, bring either a home excuse or a doctor’s excuse to the homeroom teacher.  After a total of 5 unexcused absences per year, the student is in violation of the Boone County Attendance Policy.  A parent may write a home excuse for up to 6 days per year.  Excused absences include doctor’s excuse, death in the immediate family, school trip, or court appearance.  Excuses are to be submitted within two days of the student’s return to school.  Excuses submitted at a later date may not be accepted.  Remember that the discussions and experiences that take place in the classroom during an absence are as valuable as the written material and can never be made up.  The student is responsible for requesting any missed assignments from their teachers on the day they return to school. 
Parties


The principal must be consulted and grant approval for any parties or celebrations.  Education is our first concern! 

Emergency Drills & Exits


Emergency drills are held periodically and are a bit different for each room.  Your teacher will tell you which stairway to exit and where to go for emergency evacuation of the building or school grounds. Some rules are the same for everyone – get yourself out of the building quietly and quickly during fire or emergency drills and move quickly to the designated area.  Moving orderly, quickly and quietly during all emergency exits is a must.  Once outside, each group will remain in a straight line while a teacher takes roll.  You will be signaled when it is safe to reenter the building. 

Always use common sense.  Never exit in the direction of smoke, flames, or loud noises.  Safety is a serious issue; respond likewise!

Cafeteria


A nutritious breakfast and lunch are offered in the cafeteria daily.  Entrees are accompanied by a self-serve salad and fruit bar and many hot food items.  A second entrée is available everyday. 


When finished with lunch, it is your responsibility to clean your own space.  Pick up your waste, tray, and wipe up your spills.  Horseplay and excessive noise are not permitted in the cafeteria.  Good manners are always a requirement. 


Breakfast and lunch are sold in advance in the cafeteria each morning.  Students may purchase as many breakfast/lunch credits as they like.  Each student is issued an identification card that is used in our computerized lunch system.  If a student does not have his/her card, he/she must go to the back of the line and wait for those students with cards to be served first.

Cafeteria Rules:

1. You will be expected to eat all food taken from the salad bar.  You may not share food with other students.

2. No more than 3 packets of condiments or crackers may be taken at a time.

3. If you drop anything on the floor or anywhere else, you are expected to pick it up, including silverware, napkins, other items.  If your neighbors leave a messy table, YOU may be required to clean it up.

4. 6th and half of 7th grade lunch ends at 11:15; Half of 7th and 8th grade at 11:50.  No lingering to wait for friends.  

5. Clean and stack trays properly.  Place silverware in item provided. 

6. All the above rules also are to be followed during breakfast. 

Hallways


The hallways at MMS become very crowded during class-change and at lunch-time.  It is important that everyone walk to the right of the hallway to avoid accidents.  If you are in the hallway during class-time, you must have a hall pass issued by your teacher.  Hallway noise must be kept at a minimum when classes are in session.  The stairwells are designated to facilitate traffic flow and safety.  Stairwells at ends of the building are designated down while the middle stairwell is designated up. 

Drug/Alcohol Offenses


It is our duty to make MMS as safe as possible.  Drugs and alcohol are very dangerous and are therefore treated as a major offense with maximum penalties imposed.  A student who is caught with any type prescription, over=the-counter or controlled substance at school will be suspended no less than 10 days and possibly expelled for the year.  Second time offenders will be expelled from school for up to one year.  Anyone who passes a drug or alcohol to another student will be expelled for the year and reported to the police. 

The excuse “I wanted to fit in so I took it in my hand and then threw it away,” does not work in this school.  Have enough guts to just say, “no.”  If you accept a drug or alcohol from anyone, you too are guilty.  No excuses!

Medication


Boone County Schools has a written policy for medication administration in compliance with WV State law.  The following requirements are therefore necessary if your student requires medication to be given at school:
A. No medication will be administered unless accompanied by a medical form.  No medications will be given out of sandwich bags or unmarked containers.
B. The medication should be dropped off at school by the parent.  Although your child may be very trustworthy in delivering the medication, other students could steal it on the bus or at school, creating a very dangerous situation. 

C. A written order from the physician is required after the second week of school.  You may obtain the form in the office.

D. If the child’s dosage changes during the year, the physician must send a new written order to the school before we can administer the new dose.  These orders may be faxed to us at 369-5800.

Any student who carries medication is in violation of the drug policy and is subject to the maximum punishment allowed by policy. 

Discipline

The rules and standards set forth in this handbook apply to conduct on school premises, school buses, extra-curricular events, field trips, and conduct off school property that directly affects other students or school employees or the school in general.  Students are expected to conduct themselves in a way that does not interfere with the learning, rights or safety of other students or staff members.  This handbook does not define all types and aspects of student behavior.  Penalties and punishment are administered according to the severity of the offense and the record of the offender. 

Typical penalties and punishments used at MMS include but are not limited to noon-time detentions, in-school suspension, out of school suspension, loss of privileges, assembly suspension, law enforcement intervention and behavior contracts.  Other methods may be used when appropriate.  When a student is suspended, both in-school and out of school or expelled he/she is not permitted to attend extracurricular activities or participate in athletic events. 


Teachers and bus drivers may exclude students from the classroom or school bus who are guilty of disorderly conduct, interfere with an orderly educational process, threaten, abuse or intimidate a school employee or student, willfully disobey a school employee, or use abusive or profane language. 

Noon Detention
Students will be assigned noon detention by a teacher or an administrator. 

Electronic Devices

In accordance to BCS Policy, students may not carry electronic devices with them at school.  In cases of emergency, students may use the phone in the office.  If electronic devices are found to be used during school time, these devices will be taken to the school office. 

Safe Schools

A growing national trend of school violence prompted legislation, The Safe Schools Act.  School violence is:  1) possession of a deadly weapon,  2) battery on a school employee,  3) sale of a narcotic drug,  4) threats to injure a pupil, teacher, administrator or other school employee,  5) willful disobedience,  6) possession of alcohol,  7) intentional defacing of school property,  8) physical assault,  9) habitual violation of school rules or policies.

Weapons are defined as an instrument which is designed to be used to produce serious bodily injury or death, or is readily adaptable to such use.  This includes but is not limited to:  “Blackjack, Gravity knife, Knife, Switchblade knife, Nunchuka, Metallic or False knuckles, Pistol and Revolver.  
Violence is any mean word, look, sign, or act that hurts a person’s body, feelings, or things.  No one is entitled to use violence.  Violence is not tolerated at our school!
Using the Internet 

At MMS you will have access to a high speed connection to the Internet.  When you use the computers at MMS, you have a responsibility to use them correctly.  This means that they should not be used to access or create materials that don’t belong at school.  This includes, but is not limited to, images and messages that are sexually explicit, grotesquely violent, or seek to demean or harass others.  Please be aware that the privilege of computer use at MMS depends on your ability to use technology correctly.  You will lose that privilege if you are unable to act responsibly. 


There is no charge of using the MMS Internet services.  However, only those students who have turned in The Acceptable Use Policy Form will be allowed to access the computers or Internet 
Homework

It is the responsibility of the student to gather their homework assignments that may have been missed during their excused absence from school.  The time ratio to receive credit for late assignments are 2 to 1.  Example:  If a student is absent 1 day, he/she is given 2 days to turn in the missed assignment.  Homework will not be provided in advance of the absence unless an emergency or extreme circumstance exists.  In such instances, a “Waiver to receive Homework in Advance of an Absence” may be applied for through the guidance office. 
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